
A.P. U.S. Government and Politics 
Summer Assignment 2019 

 
Welcome to A.P. U.S. Government and Politics!  You are required to complete a summer reading 
assignment and take a test very early in the Fall.  This information sheet should provide you with all you 
need to know in order to successfully complete the assignment and test.  After you read this information, 
if you decide that you no longer want to take the class, please go see your counselor immediately so that 
your schedule for next year can be adjusted.  If you wait until August, you may not be able to find another 
class placement. 
 
The purpose of the summer assignment is to introduce you to the study of government and to get you 
thinking about American government and politics.  This assignment includes the reading and analysis of a 
book as well as actively following the news for current events related to American politics.   
 

1. Read The Words We Live By (Linda Monk) 

 
This book will give you a strong foundation about the U.S. Constitution, the framework of American 
government.  While reading the book, you should take notes on the key concepts discussed in each 
chapter.  Then you can use these notes to prepare for the summer reading test.  You will be much better 
prepared for the test if you have taken notes (and for the class after you have read the book).   
 
You also should get in the habit of taking notes while reading materials for this class.  For almost every 
class session during the school year you will have a textbook reading and a reading quiz.  The notes you 
take not only help with daily quizzes but also when studying for unit tests (all of which are cumulative) 
and the AP exam. 
 
The summer reading/current events test will be both multiple choice questions and one essay response.   
 
You can order The Words We Live By through Eagle Harbor Books, Amazon.com or you can check it out at 
the public library. 
 

2. Current Events 
 
Pay attention to current events.  Not only will this help you with the summer reading test on the first day 
of class, but if you get in the habit of being a regular news consumer, it will help you throughout the class 
and ultimately on the College Board exam in May.  Current events are a critical part of this class.   
 
Throughout the month of June (especially at the end) the Supreme Court will release many of its opinions 
for this term but then the Court will be relatively quiet.  Congress should be quite active until August, 
when it goes into recess.  And the 2020 presidential race will be unfolding throughout the summer.  
 
When you are reading, listening to or watching the news, consider the following: 

 Does this political issue illustrate the struggle for power between the three branches of 
government? 

 Does this political issue illustrate the struggle for power between the states and the federal 
government? 

 Does this issue illustrate the power of a particular interest group? 
 Does this issue illustrate a political trend? 
 Does this issue illustrate differences between Republicans and Democrats? 

 



I recommend that you sign-up for The New York Times Alerts www.nytimes.com where you receive e-
mails of breaking news stories and links to full articles on The New York Times site.  I also recommend 
that you register for updates from Politico www.politico.com, a site that covers numerous events in 
American politics.   
 
Other good sources of news include: The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, NPR, and The PBS 
Newshour. 
 
Final Thoughts 
Be sure to check my website the week before school starts.  I will provide a review sheet and tips on 
preparing for the summer reading and current events test. 

 
If you have any questions e-mail me at lholland@bisd303.org 

 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.politico.com/

